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Amendments to the Claims 



Please amend the claims as follows: 


1. (Currently amended) A safety device, comprising: 
a base; 

a handle pivotally mourned on the base; 
a cleat pivotally mounted on the base; and 

a rope routed into the device and through a first rope clamping space defined 
between the cleat and a bearing surface on the base, then through a second rope clamping 
space defined between the cleat and a hub on the handle, then around the hub and through a 
third rone clamping space defined between the hub and another bearing surface on the base, 
then through the second rope clamping space defined between the cleat and the hub again, 
wherein the rope overlaps itself, and then out of the device. 

2. (Original) The safety device of claim 1, further comprising a cover connected 
to the base, wherein the cover and £ portion of the base are disposed on opposite sides of the 
handle, the cleat, and the rope. 

3. (Original) The safety device of claim 2, wherein the cover is pivotally 
mounted on the base and pivots between an open position, providing access to respective gaps 
defined between the hub, the cleat and the bearing surfaces on the base, and a closed position, 
spanning the gaps. 

4. (Original) The safety device of claim 3, wherein respective openings in the 
cover and the base align to receive a fastener when the cover occupies the closed position. 

5. (Currently amended) The safety device of claim 4, wherein the handle and the 
base define a pivot axis, and thejcleat is disposed between the pivot axis and the opening in 
the base. I 

6. (Original) The sjafety device of claim 1, wherein the hub is eccentrically 
mounted on the base. 

7. (Currently amended) The safety device of claim 6, wherein the hub is bounded 
by a perimeter having an arcuai e portion and a straight portion, and the straight portion is 


n e ar e st most proximate a pivot 


axis defined between the hub and the base. 
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8. (Original) The safety device of claim 7, wherein the hub is configured like a 
sheave along the arcuate portion of itsroerimeter. 

9. (Currently amended) The safety device of claim 1, wherein the rope is 
compressed between the hub and the /base are configur e d to compress th e rop e th e r e b e tween 
when a lover arm on th e handl e is rojtat e d toward th e bas e in response to pivoting of the 
handle in a first direction , 

10. (Currently amended} The safety device of claim 9, wherein the rope is 
compressed between the hub and tne cleat and th e baao are configured to compress th e rop e 
between tho hub and th e cl e at and b e tw e en th e cl e at and the bas e when the l e ver arm on the 
handl e i s s udd e nly rotated away fyorn th e bas e in response to pivoting of the handle in an 
opposite, second direction . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method of securing a safety device relative to a rope, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a base ^ith a at least one bearing member; 
pivotally mounting a first member on the base; 
pivotally mounting a second member on the base; 

routing the rope (between the at least one bearing member and the first member, 


then between the first member 
between the second member ai 
second member and the first 


uid the second member, then about the second member and 
d the at least one bearing member, and then between the 
ember again; 


1 

selectively compressin z the rope between the first member and the at least one bearing 


member: 

selectively compressir g the rope between the second member and the at least one 


bearing member: and 

selectively compressing the rope between the first member and the second member . 


12. (Currently am ;nded) A method of securing a safety device relative to a rope, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a base with a at least one bearing member; 

pivotally mounting a first member on the base in such a manner that the first 
member and the at least one t earing member define a first gap therebetween; 
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pivotally mounting a second member on the base in such a manner that the 
second member and the first member define a second gap therebetween, and the second 
member and the at least one bearing member define a third gap therebetween; 

routing the rope through the first gap, then through the second gap, then about 
the second member and through the thi d gap, and then through the second gap again; 

compressing the rope between t le first member and the at least one bearing member in 
response to pivoting of the first member in a first direction: and 

compressing the rone between the first member and the second member in response to 
pivoting of the first member in an opposite, second direction . 

1 3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 2, wherein the first member is pivotally 
mounted in eccentric fashion on the bkse, so the first gap has a width that varies as a function 
of orientation of the first member relative to the base. 

14. (Original) The methejd of claim 13, wherein the second member is pivotally 
mounted in eccentric fashion on the 3ase, so the third gap has a width that varies as a function 
of orientation of the second member relative to the base. 

15. (Original) The meth< )d of claim 1 4, wherein the second gap has a width that 
varies as a function of both orientation of the first member relative to the base and orientation 
of the second member relative to thi ; base. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the second member is pivotally 
mounted in eccentric fashion on the base, so the third gap has a width that varies as a function 
of orientation of the second membe - relative to the base. 

17. (Original) The methad of claim 16, wherein the second gap also has a width 
Jh^varies_as_ajfoncti^^ 



~18. (New) The safetydevice of claim 1, wherein the hub pivots in a first direction 
to compress the rope against the third bearing surface on the base, and the hub pivots in an 
opposite, second direction to compress the rope against the cleat. 

19. (New) The method of claim 11, wherein the rope is compressed between the 


first member and the at least one 


member in response to pivoting 


>earing member in response to pivoting of the first member 


in a first direction; and the rope i 3 compressed between the first member and the second 


i 


f the first member in an opposite, second direction. 
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